
 
Geology A Level 
Welcome to Geology A Level. In preparation for the start of the course, please complete 
these tasks and have them with you to hand in during your first week of college in 
September.  
 
These tasks should take you approximately four and a half hours to complete and are 
designed to give you an introduction to the subject, and the expectations we have for you to 
complete at least four and a half hours of independent study, per subject, per week.  

 
To prepare for the beginning of the A Level Geology course in September: 
 

• Purchase an A4 file/ paper for your notes. 
• Buy the OCR textbook and look through it to get an idea of the type of topics we will 

cover 
• Visit the geology “you tube channel” and watch one of the liked videos “The History 

of Earth – how our planet formed” – a national Geographic documentary. 
• Draw or print out a geological column and begin to learn the periods and eras of 

geological time.  
 

 
 



 
Reading and Resources List for A Level Geology: 
 
  Course Textbook: Geology for A level and AS: ISBN Number 9781911208143 
 
   

 
 
 
Essential for A Level Geology: you will need to purchase your own copy. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Background reading for Geologists (you are not expected to read these as part 
of your pre-course work!) 
 

       
 

        
 

        
 
 
 



 

      
 
 

      
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Films for Geologists 
 

    
 
 

     
 

     
 



 

     
 

    
 
 

    
 
 



 
 

 
Getting equipped 
 

• A4 File 
• Scientific calculator 
• Protractor  
• Ruler 
• Sketching pencils 
• A4 lined paper 
• Pair of compasses 

 
The file you will keep all your notes in is an especially important document, for the 
quality of your file will have an effect on your grade.  You first need to obtain an A4 
ring binder, so your notes can be put in.  You need to make sure that you bring the file 
with you to each lesson, as you will frequently be asked to refer back to earlier work. 
 
Your file is important because it where you will assemble and collate the notes you 
have taken in class.  You must make sure that your notes are in order and complete. 
After each lesson you will need to look back over the work you have done and make 
sure you understand them. If not, you should read the appropriate section in your OCR 
textbook and seek advice from the lecturer. The file will also be an important source 
of information when you are doing tasks in lessons and for home learning.  Do not 
forget to use it!   
  

 


